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Detailed Action 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application 
being examined was not (1 ) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily 
published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 33, 38, 41-54 and 56-60 are rejected under 35 USC. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Tsai. 

With respect to claim 33, Tsai teaches an image pickup apparatus (figure 3) 
comprising: a protection cover operation device 250 which operates a protection cover 
25 openable and closable to protect an image pickup optical system 100; and a 
detection device (dialog box) which detects whether or not said image pickup 
apparatus is in an exterior connection state in which said apparatus is functionally 
connectable to an exterior device (102) se also col. 6, lines 9-28. 
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With respect to claim 34, see figure 3. 

With respect to claim 35, see figure 3. The cover is open in figure 3 and closed in 
figure 9. 

With respect to claim 36, see figure 3. 
With respect to claim 37, see figure 9. 
With respect to claim 38, see figure 9. 

With respect to claims 41 - 43, the detection device is the dialog box and the image 
pickup apparatus is in the exterior connection state by an input of a signal indicating the 
connection with said exterior device (102), this is taught at col. 6, lines 9-28. 

With respect to claims 44-46, see col. 5, line 42- col. 6, line 4. and col. 6, line 1-28. 

With respect to claim 47, the signal processing device is computer 102 in 
combination with the imaging device 250 for the converting optical signals into electrical 
signals. 

With respect to claim 48, the signal processing device is computer 102 in 
combination with the imaging device 250 for recording the optical signal. 
With respect to claim 49, see computer 102. 

With respect to claim 50, Tsai teaches, an image pickup apparatus 250 functionally 
connectable to an exterior device 102, comprising: 

a protection cover operation device 250 which operates a protection cover 25 openable 
and closable to protect an image pickup optical system 100; and a detection device 
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(dialog box) which detects whether or not said image pickup apparatus is in an exterior 
connection state in which said apparatus is functionally connectable to an exterior 
device (102) se also col. 6, lines 9-28. 

With respect to claims 51 and 53, Tsai teaches the dialog box for inputting a signal 
relating the starting and finishing of the image pickup operation and the protective 
cover. See figures 3 and 9. 

With respect to claims 52 ad 54, Tsai teaches the dialog box provides the signal for 
closing the protection cover by detection of a input signal during a predetermined time 
(nano-seconds or after the operator provides the instruction through the dialog box, for 
example), after the imaging operation is complete. 

With respect to claim 56, see figure 10. 

With respect to claim 57, note that the optical data is recorded in at least the memory 
of computer 102. 

With respect to claim 58, see computer 102 as the exterior device. 

With respect to claim 59, Tsai teaches a method for controlling an image pickup 
apparatus having a protection cover operation device which operates a closable and 
openable protection cover 254 for protecting an optical system enclosed in housing 250, 
comprising: 

image pickup apparatus (figure 3) comprising: a protection cover operation device 250 
which operates a protection cover 25 openable and closable to protect an image pickup 
optical system 100; and a detection device (dialog box) which detects whether or not 
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said image pickup apparatus is in an exterior connection state in which said apparatus 
is functionally connectable to an exterior device (102) se also col. 6, lines 9-28. 



With respect to claim 60, Tsai teaches , Tsai teaches a method for controlling an 
image pickup apparatus having a protection cover operation device which operates a 
closable and openable protection cover 254 for protecting an optical system enclosed in 
housing 250 and functionally connectable to an external device (102), comprising: 
image pickup apparatus (figure 3) comprising: a protection cover operation device 250 
which operates a protection cover 25 openable and closable to protect an image pickup 
optical system 100; and a detection device (dialog box) which detects whether or not 
said image pickup apparatus is in an exterior connection state in which said apparatus 
is functionally connectable to an exterior device (102) se also col. 6, lines 9-28. 



Claims Objected 



Claims 39, 40 and 55 are objected as containing allowable subject matter. 



# 



Application/Control Number: 09/964,898 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2624 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. -Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore, can be reached on (703) 308-7452. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



3900. 



J. Grantll 
Seat: 30, J 
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